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—tHE_READY COLLECTION OF ERECTROTYPES, 

This collection consists of electrotype copies of 
ancient and modern coins, medels, Seels, gems end Babylonien 
end Assyrien cylinder seals, end gives the history of the 
world in metel. 

The specimens sre in copper or covered with silver or 
gold, according to the originals, Some of them heve the obverse 
and reverse joined, the whole forming a complete counterfeit coin 
(or double electrotype); the others sre in halves, the obverse 
and reverse being shown seperetely. 

All the specimens in the Exhibition Room of the British 
Museum (with the exception of a few recent additions) were 
made by the lete Mr. Cherles Roseph Ready who worked under 
the following exceptional cmditions, 

His feather, e Mr. Robert Cooper Reedy, joined the bite” 
of the British Museum in the lete sixties, a man of about 50 
years of ege who hed spent his life in the entiquarian world. 
He hed grest skill in the uses of wax and plasters and was 
given all facilities by the Museum euthorities to teke 
impressions of works of art, expecially of coins, medals, seals 
end gems. Later on wes associated with him et the museum a son 
who hed the same privileges; furthermore, another son wes 
a deeler in antiquities; and during the last half century 
these three men, e11 unusually expert with plestic substences 
hed unrivelled opportunities of securing first hand impressions 
of rarities. j 

A third son, Charles Joseph Heady, recently deceased, 
wes the craftsmen who steyed et home and converted the first 
impressions into metal counterfeits. As a worker in metal 

he can have had few equals; the British Museum Exhibition 
alone can be cited as evidence of the high degree of his 
skill; and it is even questionable if enother craftsman of his 


worth will reveal himself. At the present time electrotypes 


oe 
of the same excellence are unprocureble. 
Apart from the extraordinary ability of the worker, 
it is sbsolutely certain that his favoured position for 
carrying on his work will never be occupied by another, for 
the ease of access to the originels will be lacking. In effect, 
he hed three men, each exceptionally pleced, constantly 
engeged in supplying him with subjects for reproduction. 
These two circumstances, skill end opportunity, ere 
sufficient to meke the collection unique, and even if the 
seme combinations were again obtainable it would require 
helf se century to create a similer collection, for it mst 
be borne in mind that eech piece is carefully hend mede snd 
finished, and thet mess production does not come into the 
question. The collection conteins copies (often in duplicete 
or triplicete) of most of the importent coins in the British 
Museum end of many which thet institution does not possess. 
The Exhibition of Coins and Medals in the British 
Museum wes re-arrenged end transferred to its present 
commodious room in 1922 and is briefly described in " a 
Guide to the Depsrtment of Coins and Medals in the British 
Museum" under the following eleven headings:- 
1. Greek Coins. 
11. Roman Coins. 
lll. Grest Britain end Ireland. 
1V. Coins of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, 
end of the United States of America, 
V. Typicel Medieeveal snd Modern Currencies, 
Vl. Money of Necessity. 
Vll. Illustrations of the History of Religion. 
Vlll. Historical Medels. ' 
1X. Artistic Medels of the 15th - 17th Centuries, 


X. Portraiture on Coins, 4th -19th centuries. 
Al. Oriental Coins, 


The Ready Collectim has been arrenged on the seme lines; 
in some sections it matches the British Museum Exhibition 
piece for piece; in other sections, a very large percentage 
of similerity is attained; in the eggregate, the collection 
contains about five times the number of specimens shown by 


the British Museum. 


COMPARATIVE TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM EXHIBITION AND OF THE READY COLLECTICN. 


British Museum Reedy 


Exhibition. Collection. 
COINS. 
_ 108 Ancient British 314 
1,542 English, Scottish and Irish 5,115 
786 Greek 15,090 
656 Roman 2°44 
90 Byzentine 205 
28 Visigoth end Vendels | 66 
246 Oriental(Indien, etc) yt 6 
81 Biblical and Jewish 199 
258 U.S.A. Gel caret end Foreign 356 
201 Portrsit Coins, 246 
5,796 Total(including say,6100 doubles) 22,858. 
MEDALS. 
147 Italien 440 
40:5 English — 660 
st Sesls. 3,959 
Babylonien, etc.seals. 292 


Egyptien Tablets, etc. 16 
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The entire collection ig sprinkled with specimens 
of the rerest and almost unprocurable coins which heve 


appeared in the Europeen merket in the lest fifty years, 


many of which sere not represented in the British Museum. 
Tt is incomperebly the finest collection of reproductions 
of coins and medels ever brought together; on good evthority 
there is nowhere in the United States a collection which would 
give to those interested in Numismetics en opportunity for 
the inspection of classes and types of coins in the verious_ 
fields thet is at all comparable with the Reedy Collections, 
and the vendor desires to dispose of it to a Museum or 
University desirous of taking high rene in the promotion of 
numismatic studies end of edding an unperelleled feature to 
its educationel resources, not only for to-day, but possibly 
for all time. oF 

The numerous Guide Books to the sections fof the 
Exhibition published by the Trustees of the British Museum 
would serve, with or without elteretion, for any exhibition 
which might be formed from the Reedy Collection. 

In eddit tonto Coins and Medels the Reedy Collection 
conteins ELECTROTYPES OF SEALS comprising;- 


1. A very considerable number of Royal end officiel seals, 
but probebly not a complete set. 


2. <A lerge number of sesls of bishops, religious houses, etc. 


5. A leaege number of equestrian segls, 12th and eerly 15th 
century. 


4. Large number of towns of all detes. 


5. Lerge number of private seals, with arms and devices, 
15th century and onwards, 


6. All through the collection a sprinkling of foreign seals 
of the same description, 
The pieces number between 5,900 end 4,000 end sre mostly 
matrices. About 1590 run from 24 to 6 inches in diameter 
(the letter being enormous); the remainder tapering down to 


+ inch. 
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BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN CYLINDER SEALS. 


There are 292 in sll. With the exception of ea pan: 
which ere flat, they are cylindricel in shape, with copper 
surfaces showing the inscriptions, and to secure strength 
the cyldnders sre filled with lead. A lerge selection has 
been shown to en expert who pronounced them "all beauties" 


and ideal for the purpose of study. 
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READY C@LLECTION OF ELECTROTYPES. 
British Museum RE ADY.. 
EXHIBITION. COLLECTION, 
COINS. 
108 Ancient British 514 
1,542 English, Scottish and Irish, . 3,113 
786 Greek 15,090 
656 Romen — 2,474 
90 Byzantine 203 
28 Visigoth and Vandals . 66 
246 . Oriental (Indian &c.) 777 
81 Biblical end Jepyish 199 
258 U.S.A, Colonial and Foreign 356 
201 Portrait Coins 246 
3,796 Totel (including say 6,100 doubles) 22, 838 
MEDALS. 
147 Italian 440 
40.5 English 660 
SEALS 5,959 
Babylonian &c, seals, 292 


Egyptien Tablets &c, 16 
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Collection of Electrotypes of Coins, Medals, Seals 


Gems end other antiquities, 


GRAND TOTAL;- Coins 22,858 including about 
6,100 a 
Medels ie oa ci 
Other pieces 4,247 
28,185 


These electrotypes were made mainly for exhibition 
purposes, end in the majority of ceses, indiceted by the 
word"Helves* the obverses and reverses are separete pieces 
and both sides can be shown at the seme time. Where the 
halves have been joined so as to form eae complete or 
counterfeit coin or medal the word "doubles" is used, and 
these couldvery well pass muster as genuine were it not 


for their weight, 


GREEK COINS 

(a) Coins of the Ancients 

The Greek series exhibition in the British Museum 
consists of a selection of 792 coins made by Mr. Berclay V. 
Head in 1880 and fully described end illustrated in the "Guide 
to the principel gold end silver Coins of the Ancients" publishe d 
py the Trustees of the British Museum. 

Extracts from Author's prefece:- 

"This series gives:-:-a véew of the finest and 
most interesting Greek Coins in the National Collection. 

"in the choice and classificetion of the coins I 


heave throughout endeavoured to keep simultaneously in view 


the historic, artistic, and strictly numismatic interest of 


the coins selected. 
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| ts® No.of coins No.of coins 
ELECTROTYPES ("Coins of the Ancien ) eee ye Sountented 
In halves: 3 complete sets (ea.792) 2,076 
Doubles 2 complete sets (ea.792) 1,584 


1 incomplete set 596 


In addition to the sets there are men y. 
copies of the more important coins: 


1,005 
In halves 9 
Doubles 2,155 


Also 961 odd obverses and reverses 
not included in total 


3,381 4,115 


Total of “Coins of the Ancients" - 7,496 


: (b) Greek Coins other then those of the Series "Cot 
of the Ancients", 
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Coins in halves - Doubles | 
No. of Coins | 5,906 1,578 | 
Also about 2000 odd obverses 
end reverses not included in total 7,280. 


Of some of these coins, the more important ones, there are 


the 


several copies, but on the whole the amount of duplication is slight, 


(c) Syracuse. “History of the Coinage of Syracuse" 


By Barcley V.,Head, 1874 with 15 plates, 
Numismatic Chronicle, N.S, Vol.XlV. 


Head describes 202 or 203 coins. Here are electrotypes of 
200 of them (in halves), 


(da) Syracuse Medellions - very find and lerge, 


In halves Doubles, / 

Numbers 80 34 | 
114, 

(an original of eny of these is worbh 
at least from £200 to £1,200), 


In eddition there sre 31 odd pieces, obverses and reverses, 


Total G a 
otal of Greek coing 15,090. 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 
LL angen 


Eerly British Coinage and Roman Coinage releting to 


Britain, 


(1) Following the British 
_ Wuseum Exhibition set of 
108 Specimens, 


(2) Additional 


English, Scottish and Irish, 


Grueber's Handbook of the Coins of Great 
Britain end Ireland contains description 


of 


English 974 Coins 
Scottish 234 “i 
Irisn 5 See 


1542 


An almost complete set (in halves) 


A number of electrotypes from which 
one or more set or sets could be 
made up. Some coins ere not 


represented, others are in duplicete, 


Ce, 


Petterm or unissued coins 


Total Gt, Britain & Ireland 


In Halves, 


92 


222 


514 


1,300 (say) 


(a) 
(b) 


(c) 
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ROMAN COINS. 


Halves, Doubles, 
Aes 48 
Imperial Brass 
B.M.Exhibition set 150 
additional 117 267 


Republic (Silver & Bold) 
(including the Museum Set 5835 180 
of 252 specimens). 


(da) Empire 7356 144 
(e) Medeilions 192 
(ft) Romeno Greek 52 


1,658 324. 


Imperial gold coins found eat 
Corbridge ,Northumberlend 
in 1908 end 1911. 


First Find 1908 (48 coins) . 
(Numismatic Chronicle Vol.X1ll 48 47 
Fourth Series No.XL1X. Many 
illustrations). 


Second Find 1911 (160 Coins) 

(Numismatic Chronicle 240 157 
Fourth Series Yol.xll ell 

illustreted). 


1,946 528 
Byzentine 203 | 
(including two copies of the unique (leter destroyed) gold 
Medallion of Justinian 1 frontispiece to Vol.l of 
the British Museum Catalogue of Imperial Byzantine Coins), 


Visigoths 49 


Vandels 17 


(indluding one copy of the unique gold coin of Theodoric 
Frontispiece to British Museum Catalogue of Coins of the 
Vandels, Ostragoths, and Lombards). 
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COINS. IN HALVES. 
Biblical 65 coins, 
Jewish - Copper 72 
Silver shekels (lst. & 2nd.Revobt 62. 134 " 
English Colonial 114 " 
U.S.A. 64 " 
Foreign and Typical 178 m 
Portrait coins(B.M.Set 201) 228 ‘ 
Portrait Medallions of Queen 

Victoria dnd family 18 . 
Oriental (Asiatic, mainly Indian) A hl a 
MEDALS. 
(a) Itslian- miscellaneous 92 


(following the British Museum 
"Guide to Italian Medals" - : 
some in duplicete &c.) 348 


(b) English (following the British Museum 
"Guide to English Medels") 660: 


(1) 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
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Babylonian end Assyrisn seals. 
In cylindrical form 225 
Flat 69 


Egyptien Tablest &C. 
Gems - Classical end modern 
Barious works of art 


Seals 


(ea) A very considereble number of 
Royal and official seals, but 
not a complete set. 


(b) Large number of seals of 
bishops, religious houses ,etc. 


(c) Lerge number of seals of towns 
of all dates. 


(d) Large number of equestrian 
seals, 12th and early 15th cent. 


(e) Large number of private seals, 
with arms and devices, 135th cent. 
end onward. 


(f) All through the collection a sprinkling 
of foreign seals of the seme 
description, 


Ne ae See a ee See Semel nel Sl ee atl met mt Cet cet Saget! Nae amg tl Cet 


292 

16 
994 
101 


5,939. 


